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Review article

The hidden problems of illegal abortions in Thailand

Orawee Chinthakanan, M..D.,! Roger W. Rochat, M.D..* Nuntana Morakote, MPH,!

and Somsak Chaovisitseree, M..D.!

!Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Chiang Mai University. *Hubert Department of Global Health.

Rollins School of Public Health. Atlanta, GA, USA

High rates of unplanned pregnancy and induced abortion were reported among young women in
Thailand. Complications from illegal and low standard abortion are a current major health problem
in the country. Abortion is considered to be a life-destroying act that counts as a serious bap (sin
or demerit) in Thai culture. The current abortion law in Thailand stipulates that abortion is illegal
except when performed by a medical practitioner in circumstances considered necessary when the
pregnancy endangers the woman’s health or conception had occurred during a sexual offense such
as rape or incest. However. most Thai people feel that the abortion law should be amended because
Thai society has changed radically i its attitudes over the past decade. The debate over legal
reform of this law is still active. Thailand needs a multi-disciplinary approach to reduce and
prevent the number of unplanned pregnancies and unsafe abortions. with special attention paid to
the most vulnerable group of women. Chiang Mai Medical Journal 2014:53(4):187-91.

Keywords: abortion. Thailand, Law, legalized abortion. unplanned pregnancy

Introduction

The recent revelation of 2,002 dead fetuses
found in a Buddhist temple in Bangkok enlight-
ened people of the hidden problem of illegal
abortion 1n Thailand. The remains were widely
believed to have come from many illegal abor-
tion clinics in the cityl. Complications from
illegal and low standard abortions are a current
major health problem in the country. A woman
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port to help with their unplanned and unwanted
pregnancy. They might have been raped and
did not seek medical attention or experienced
an unexpected pregnancy from failure to use
contraception. They possibly had little or no
money for receiving a standard and safe abor-
tion. Therefore, the attempt to self-induce ter-
mination of a pregnancy would be dangerous
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