
Floater 

 
Symptoms of floater 

Yes No 

Constant 

Acute or sudden and duration 

less than 2 months 

Cobweb Sudden shower of 

hundreds of dots 

Retinal break 

almost certain 

One or two 

floaters ring 

Intermittent 

Translucent dots or 

lines 

Vitreous opacities, 

fibrils 

Vitreous syneresis 

Reassure. Explain 

that floaters are 

common; only 

significant if there is 

a sudden change 

Red blood cells 

anterior vitreous 

Pigment granules 

anterior vitreous 
Congealed blood 

posterior vitreous 

Crinkly membrane 

with optically empty 

retrocortical space 

Weiss ring 

Possible flap tear with 

avulsed vessel  

Symptomatic acute PVD 

with very high risk of tear 

Symptomatic acute PVD 

with 10-15% risk of tear 

Urgent referral within 24 hours 

when no break is detected 

Explain that PVD is common, but 

when it occurs abruptly with 

symptoms there is a risk of RD. 

Consider one month follow up 


